
Introduction to Anthropology
Biological, Archaeological, and Sociocultural

Syllabus Content:
Course Description, Goals, and Grading

Required Texts
Course Schedule (in three segments)

Course Description and Goals

This course offers an introduction to the field of anthropology, which is the broad 
study of human beings. The subject matter of anthropology includes our past and present 
biological evolution and the use of archaeology and ethnography to map the various was 
that human beings organize themselves, their social power, and their systems of meaning.  
We focus special attention on social organization, a term that includes how people interact 
with one another, the foods they eat, their marriage patterns, their religion and mythology, 
their political leadership, their economic enterprises, and so on.

Anthropologists simplify the study of social organization by seeing all societies as
belonging to one of four categories: bands of foragers, tribes, chiefdoms, and states. In this 
course, we will survey case studies from each of these four categories with the goal of 
better understanding the human experience. To focus our discussions of these case studies 
we will be guided by two themes: (1) social organization as a form of adaptation; and (2) the 
methods different societies use to try to encourage cooperation and peace despite conflicts 
of interest. At the end of the course, you should have both the ability to make and evaluate 
scholarly arguments and a solid foundation for understanding our human heritage.

Course grades will be based on class participation, two midterms, and the final exam. 
The first in-class midterm will count for 30% of your grade, the second in-class midterm for 
another 30%, and the final exam for 40%.  If you are on the borderline between two grades, 
active participation in discussion sections and/or in-class discussions may help your grade.

Required Texts

Some of these texts will be made available in e-format. For Sourcebook articles, see 
http://williamdawley.wordpress.com/anthropology-of-gender-and-sexuality. For required 
readings, check websites below.

http://williamdawley.wordpress.com/anthropology-of-gender-and-sexuality


About the Sourcebook: This book contains two kinds of materials: 
(1) A variety of ethnographic readings allow us to include more societies (such as 

the Hopi or the Nyoro) without requiring full-length books.
(2) A few brief essays provide an introduction to some of the theoretical issues 

raised in studying this material.

Other Required Readings:

Tattersall, Ian. 2008. The World from Beginnings to 4000 B.C.E. Oxford University 
Press.

Turnbull, Colin. 1962. The Forest People (On the BaMbuti 'Pygmies'.). Simon and 
Schuster.

Homer. 1999. The Wrath of Achilles: the Iliad of Homer, shortened and in a new 
translation  (selected chapters). W.W. Norton.

Sangtin Writers. Playing with Fire: Feminist Thought and Activism through Seven 
Lives in India. University of Minnesota Press.

Wolf, Margery. 1972. Women and the Family in Rural Taiwan (selected chapters). 
Stanford University Press.

Course Schedule

Segment I

In this portion of the course we examine the development of the capacities, 
limitations, and inclinations that are “hard wired” by our human biology. Theoretical topics 
include analytical models, categorization and classification, the various ways “evolution” is 
and has been understood, adaptation, and the art of making an educated guess. Since nearly
all pre-modern human societies have lived by foraging and hunting, we move from evidence 
of our hominid cousins to examine archaeological evidence of earliest Homo sapiens 
foragers, then we turn our attention to the ethnographic analysis of two groups of XXth 
century foragers, the BaMbuti of the Congo, and the Eskimo of Quebec (represented by a 
film). 

(T) Aug. 28, 2012
COURSE INTRODUCTION

Overview of the Syllabus and Readings
Course Objectives
Classroom Culture: the Ethics of Respect and Intellectual Freedom
How and Why to Study

(Th) Aug. 30, 2012 
EVOLUTION and NATURAL SELECTION



 The World from Beginnings to 4000 B.C.E. Ch. 1 “Evolutionary Processes”
 Sourcebook Ch. 1-C. “Models”
 Sourcebook Ch. 1-H. “The Idea of Evolution”

(T) Sep. 4, 2012
MISCONCEPTIONS about Evolution, and MYTHS about Race

 [online] “Racial Odyssey”
http://www.mesacc.edu/dept/d10/asb/origins/race/racial_odyssey.html 

 [online] “American Anthropological Statement on Race” 
http://www.aaanet.org/stmts/racepp.htm

 Sourcebook Ch. 2-B “Mitochondrial Eve”

(Th) Sep. 6, 2012
RECONSTRUCTING the PAST 

 The World from Beginnings to 4000 B.C.E. Ch. 2  “Fossils & Ancient Artifacts”
 Sourcebook Ch. 1-B. “Lumping and Splitting”
 Sourcebook Ch. 1-D. “Imagining Prehistoric Behavior”

(T) Sep. 11, 2012
BIPEDALISM: Australopithecus

 The World from Beginnings to 4000 B.C.E. Ch. 3 “On Their Own Two Feet”
 [online] Birth & Bipedalism 

http://anthro.ucsd.edu/~dkjordan/resources/clarifications/HumanBirth.html

(Th) Sep. 13, 2012
OUT OF AFRICA: The genus Homo

 The World from Beginnings to 4000 B.C.E. Ch. 4 “Emergence of the Genus Homo” (Homo 
ergaster/erectus)

(T) Sep. 18, 2012
NEANDERTHALS: Big bodies, Bigger brains

 The World from Beginnings to 4000 B.C.E. Ch. 5 “Getting Brainier” (Neanderthals, 
H. heidelbergensis)

 FILM: “Neanderthal”

(Th) Sep. 20, 2012
THE UPPER PALEOLITHIC: The Power of Culture

 The World from Beginnings to 4000 B.C.E. Ch. 6 “Modern Human Origins” (DNA 
evidence, Cro-Magnons)

(T) Sep. 25, 2012
FORAGERS: Our Earliest, most Successful form of Social Organization

http://anthro.ucsd.edu/~dkjordan/resources/clarifications/HumanBirth.html
http://www.aaanet.org/stmts/racepp.htm
http://www.mesacc.edu/dept/d10/asb/origins/race/racial_odyssey.html


 The Forest People Forward, Maps, Chs. 1-3
 Sourcebook Ch. 5-A: List of Characters

(Th) Sep. 27, 2012
HUNTING in Ethnographic and Historical Perspective

 The Forest People Chs. 4-7
 Sourcebook Ch. 5-B: “The Bantu Expansion”

 FILM: “Nanook of the North”

(T) Oct. 2, 2012
FORAGING as a Subsistence Economy: The BaMbuti of the Ituri Rainforest

 The Forest People Chs. 8-11

(Th) Oct. 4, 2012
KEEPING THE PEACE: The BaMbuti of the Ituri Rainforest

 The Forest People Chs. 12-15

(T) Oct. 9, 2012

FIRST MIDTERM

Segment II

This portion of the course begins with the development of the capacity to produce 
food rather than merely find it, archaeologically known as the Neolithic age. This change 
both allowed and eventually required whole new ways of organizing life. Tribes and 
chiefdoms are discussed here. The discussion first turns to ethnographic and historical 
examples of two rather egalitarian Neolithic-like gardening societies: the traditional Hopi 
and the Kawelka (represented only by a film). In these “acephalous” (lit. “headless”) 
societies, fixed leadership was transient or absent.

As the Neolithic gave way to the Bronze Age, we see striking growth of hierarchy in 
human society. In this segment we use the Vikings of far northern Europe as an example of a
chiefdom (or more exactly a group of chiefdoms). Then we look at an alliance of archaic 
Greek states, also using the opportunity to see how a famous work of world literature, the 
Iliad, reveals how history is used in societies, as Greeks used it to tell tales of their Bronze 
Age past.

Theoretical topics in this segment include the role of cultural values in sustaining 
peaceful human relations, the importance of trade in the emergence of archaic states, and 
the continuing relevance of environmental factors in the changing fortunes of human 
society.



(Th) Oct. 11, 2012
What's so “neo” about the Neolithic? Agriculture and sedentism

 The World from Beginnings to 4000 B.C.E. Ch. 7
 Sourcebook Ch. 3-A “Agricultural Revolution”
 Sourcebook Ch. 3-B “Beyond Wheat”

(T) Oct. 16, 2012 
THE SLOW-MOTION REVOLUTION:  Agriculture and the Slow Loss of Mobility

 Sourcebook Ch. 3-C “Living the Revolution”

(Th) Oct. 18, 2012
HOPI: Acephalous Solutions to Sedentism 

 Sourcebook Ch. 6 “Hopi Social Order” 
 Sourcebook Ch. 12 [Glossary]

(T) Oct. 23, 2012
KAWELKA: Big Men Tribes 

 Sourcebook Ch. 1-G “Conflicting Loyalties and Cross-Cutting Ties”
 FILM: Onka's Big Moka

(Th) Oct. 25, 2012
VIKINGS: Simple Chiefdoms

 Sourcebook Ch. 7 “Vikings”

(T) Oct. 30, 2012
The Dilemma of Chiefdoms

 Sourcebook Ch. 8-A “Regions in Greece”
 Sourcebook Ch. 8-B: “Background to the Iliad”
 The Iliad Chs. 1-6

(Th) Nov. 1, 2012
MYCENAENS: Complex Chiefdoms

 The Iliad Chs. 7-16

(T) Nov. 6, 2012
HOMER'S MYCENAENS: Chiefdoms posing as States

 The Iliad Chs. 17-24

Week XI, Thursday, November 8, 2012

SECOND MIDTERM



Segment III

In this final segment, we first consider the intertwined fortunes of complex 
technologies and social organization and unexpected consequences, such as the 
centralization of power and of people and the diseases and other pathologies that human 
beings suffer. We then discuss examples of archaic and historical states as they become 
larger, higher-density entities. We contrast three large-scale polities: The first is the Nyoro 
kingdom of Uganda, a very hierarchal, feudal system. Our second case study is the Aztecs. In
contrast to the Nyoro kingdom, the Aztec empire was built on tribute relations, with loose 
integration and the use of terror as a political instrument. It was ultimately unsuccessful in 
creating a stable political organization. To the Aztecs, we finally contrast the impressive 
stability of early Egypt. 

Theoretically important in this section are concepts of socialization, mystification, 
and sumptuation, as well as the role of myth in sustaining hierarchy.

(T) Nov. 13, 2012  
THE STATE and BIOPOLITICS: Trade and War, Ritual and Disease

 Sourcebook Ch. 3-D “The Metal Ages”
 [online] “Ancient Metallurgy”

http://anthro.ucsd.edu/~dkjordan/arch/metallurgy.html
 [bonus question] Sourcebook Ch. 3-E “Epidemic Disease”

(Th) Nov. 15, 2012
The NYORO: The Cultural Conditions of Kingship

 Sourcebook Ch. 9 “Example of Hierarchical Kingdom: The Nyoro”
 Sourcebook Ch. 1-F “Symbols, Sumptuation, and Mystification”

(T) Nov. 20, 2012
The AZTECS: A tributary empire

 Sourcebook Ch. 10-A “The Aztecs: A Tributary Empire”
 Sourcebook Ch. 1-E “Analyzing Motivation and the Question, 'Why?'”

(Th) Nov. 22, 2012   
NO CLASS: HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

(T) Nov. 27, 2012 
MORE AZTECS! Boring Codices You Have to Read, and also a Movie

 Sourcebook Ch. 10-B “An Aztec Folio”
 FILM: Aztecs: Inside the Hidden Empire

http://anthro.ucsd.edu/~dkjordan/arch/metallurgy.html


(Th) Nov. 29, 2012
The EGYPTIANS: Stability, and Mytho-Politics by Another Means

 Sourcebook Ch. 11-A “Egyptian Origins”
 Sourcebook Ch. 11-B “The Palette of Narmer”

(T) Dec. 4, 2012
Summary of Egypt, and REVIEW FOR EXAM: Bring questions!

Date of Exam (December 7, 10-12): TO BE ANNOUNCED


