
Introduction to Sociocultural Anthropology
[Lower-level Undergraduate Course Proposal]

ANT 211 Professor: William Dawley
Fall 2016 Office hours: TTh 2:40-3:40, or by appt.
1:30-2:40 TTh               Contact: william_dawley@brown.edu

This course traces the history of anthropology from antiquity and the emergence of the field in 
the 19th century to the elaboration of the culture concept and fieldwork methods during the 20th 
and early 21st centuries. The course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that continue to inspire and inform anthropological analysis, including: the influence of 
Marxist and Darwinian though; the parallel development of British social, French structural, and 
American cultural anthropology; the influence of Weber, cognitive anthropology, cultural 
materialism, symbolism, and feminism; and postmodern and political economic approached to 
studying globalization. Students will read original essays written by the field’s important thinkers
as well as secondary sources that contextualize those readings and describe their importance. By
the end of the course, students will understand how these theories have provided a range of 
theoretical propositions concerning the nature of human society and culture and should be able 
to describe only the history of sociocultural anthropology, but the emergence of the field in 
relation to the growth of Western science and philosophy, as well as the field's present role in 
shaping increasingly global views of culture and society.

Required Texts (to be found at the University Bookstore)
Erickson, Paul A and Liam D. Murphy. 2013. A history of anthropological theory, 4th ed. 

University of Toronto Press.
_______. 2013. Readings for a history of anthropological theory. University of Toronto 

Press.
(PLEASE NOTE: The edited volume by Erickson and Murphy includes readings from
Tylor, Morgan, Marx, Spencer, Darwin, Boas, Lowie, Kroeber, Levi-Strauss, 
Radcliffe Brown, Malinowski, Weber, White, Harris, Geertz, Turner, Strathern, 
Wolf, Tuassig, Mintz, Clifford, Ortner, and Strathern.)

Trouillot, Michel-Rolph. 2003. Global transformations: anthropology and the modern 
world. Palgrave.

1


